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Helped New Orleans reduce its jail 
population from 6,300 on the eve 
of Hurricane Katrina to 1,600 as of 
April 2016.

6,300 → 1,600

Expanded access to high-quality 
college education for more than 
12,000 incarcerated people in 28 
states through the Second Chance 
Pell Pilot Program. 

Helped the Housing Authority of New 
Orleans overhaul their rules so that 
people with criminal histories are no 
longer shut out of public housing.

Helped New Mexico reduce the 
number of people held in solitary 
confinement by 36%. 

↓ 36%

Delivered new insights on the growth 
of jail incarceration in each of our 
nation’s 3,000 counties—by building 
an online, interactive data tool that 
connects 14 million data points.

Helped launch in New York City the 
first universal public defender program 
in the nation for poor immigrants 
facing deportation, which is now being 
used as a model for similar programs 
nationwide. 

Our work



	

Program
Introduction 	 tanya acker, Master of Ceremonies 
	 Hot Bench, CBS Television Distribution

Welcome	 nicholas r. turner
	 President, Vera Institute of Justice

Video 		  reimagine justice

Remarks	 	 samuel david Flores murillo
	 Client, Brooklyn Defender Services, New York Immigrant Family   
	 Unity Project (NYIFUP)

	 introduction by kevin keenan
	 Executive Vice President and Special Counsel,  
	 Vera Institute of Justice

Dinner

Presentation  	 steven m. cohen
	 Executive Vice President,  
	 Chief Administrative Officer and General Counsel  
	 MacAndrews & Forbes Incorporated

	 award presented by karen patton seymour	 
	 Development & Communications Committee Chair and Trustee,  
	 Vera Institute of Justice; Partner, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Conversation 	 dannel p. malloy 

	 Governor of Connecticut 
	 vanita gupta 
	 Former Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and Head of the Civil Rights 	
	 Division, United States Department of Justice; incoming President and Chief 		
	 Executive Officer, The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 

	 pat nolan 
	 Director, Center for Criminal Justice Reform,  
	 American Conservative Union Foundation

	 awards presented by john f. savarese
	 Chair, Board of Trustees, Vera Institute of Justice  
	 Partner, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Dessert Reception



Gala Committee
Co-chairs
martine m. beamon	 Davis Polk &  
	 Wardwell LLP	

mylan denerstein*	 Gibson, Dunn & 		
	 Crutcher LLP

Committee
debo adegbile*	 WilmerHale

shannon bell	 The Orogen Group

james j. benjamin, jr.	 Akin Gump Strauss 		
	 Hauer & Feld LLP

dawn dover*	 Kekst

william s. floyd*	 Google

evan guillemin*	 Select Equity  
	 Group, L.P. 	
catie marshall*

danya perry*	 MacAndrews & 		
	 Forbes Incorporated

john f. savarese*	 Wachtell, Lipton, 		
	 Rosen & Katz

karen patton seymour*	 Sullivan & 
	 Cromwell LLP

nicholas turner	 President, Vera  
	 Institute of Justice

*Trustee, Vera Institute of Justice



Honoring
steven m. cohen 
Executive Vice President,  
Chief  Administrative Officer and  
General Counsel,  
MacAndrews & Forbes Incorporated

dannel p. malloy 
Governor of Connecticut

vanita gupta 
Former Principal Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General and Head of the 
Civil Rights Division, United States 
Department of Justice; incoming 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, The Leadership Conference 
on Civil and Human Rights

pat nolan 
Director, Center for Criminal Justice 
Reform, American Conservative 
Union Foundation



	 @verainstitute	  #VeraGala

The Vera Institute of Justice demonstrates to policy-
makers and citizens, regardless of their party 
affiliation or political orientation, that changing our 
justice system is better for American society, and for 
our shared future. Vera advances creative solutions 
by working directly with public leaders to reform our 
public institutions: our police departments, our 
courts, the immigration system, and our jails and 
prisons. We drive practical, concrete, and far-
reaching change. Our goal is a justice system that 
holds substantially fewer people in jail, prioritizes 
restoration and socialization over retribution, and 
delivers access, safety, and fairness to the diverse 
communities that make up America.  

For more information, visit www.vera.org.
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