Appendix B: The Social Costs of Policing Study Matrix

The Vera Institute of Justice’s (Vera) The Social Costs of Policing report (available online at https://www.vera.org/publications/the-
social-costs-of-policing) summarizes recent research on the harms experienced by people exposed to a range of policing activities.
The research examines both direct and indirect exposures to police activities ranging from killings by police to investigative stops of
pedestrians. The negative outcomes of these exposures include physical and behavioral health challenges, reduced educational
opportunities, employment and housing precarity, and withdrawal from civic engagement. The Social Costs of Policing report seeks
to fill a critical gap in understanding the costliness of policing by identifying ways that police activities can make communities less
healthy and prosperous.

The following table lists the studies Vera reviewed in preparing The Social Costs of Policing report. Full citations of the studies are
listed in alphabetical order by the last name of the principal author. The columns in the table summarize the nature of the police
activity that was studied, the main dependent variable(s) of interest, the control variables accounted for in the study, the level of
analysis at which effects were measured, the quantitative models used to analyze study data, the characteristics and number of
persons or incidents included in the study sample, the geographical setting within which the study effects were measured, and the
source of the data in the study sample. Twenty-five studies reviewed by Vera provide evidence of the effects of policing on a host of
health outcomes including anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), suicidal ideation, depression, and psychotic episodes.
These studies, marked with an asterisk in this table, document the negative effect policing has on individual and population health, as
well as the disparate impact of policing on Black and Latinx communities.
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org/core/journals/epide violent crime
miology-and-psychiatric- rate; ever
sciences/article/persiste homeless;
nt-and-aggressive- employment
interactions-with-the- status; drug
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