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Access to Justice for Irmnigrants have esperieltced difiiculty ;tssimilating. Furthermore, incotitirtg immi- 
grmnts oftetl enter the United States willtout any professional skills and etlu- 

Who Are Victimized: The Perspectives cntional attainment. In Sontl~east Asia refugee popul:rtions. f~t r  itlstairce, 
educational levels ltat~e rartged fiorn tile higltly educated elite to przliremte 

of Police and PSOS~CLI~O~S tribesmen (Goode & Scltneider. 19941. Cultural differences Irase been sub- 
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It is nsiornatic tltat the criminal justice system functions Inore effectit'ely 
with the support and cooperation of citizens. Citizen reports irre comotonly 
tlte reason tltat criminals are appreltended, and victim cooperation is often 
essential for successful prosecution. Yet, it is cleitr thitt citizensl\,ictims 
often clloose not to notify authorities, and, themfore, many crimes go enre- 
ported. For example. according to \~ictimiz:ttion surveys, only half of rob- 
beries and burglaries in the U.S. are reported to the police (Skogan, 1984). 
Failure to report crimes appears only minitttally associated with rnember- 
ship in various demographic groups (Skogon. 1984). However, reporting 
bas been shown to be a function of previous experieilces rvitl, the police 
when reporting victimization (Con;irr,ay & Lolrr, 1994; Skogan. 1994). 

st;untial because ntany recent irnntigraitts come front rural areats in dcvelop- 
ing countt.ic.s and are unfbmiliar\\'ith lire in ;to urball inorlern societ)* (Tlloy. 
1986). 

Social service agencies luwe responded to the needs of recent imetigrants 
and developed culrttrolly specilic practice guideli~lcs For workittg wit11 eth- 
nically diverse clients (Greene, Jensea. & Jones. 1996: Loogres. 199 1).Tllere 
are ;rlso extensi\'e progritms t l t t ~ t  address refugee resettleinent. entillentent, 
and immigration status issues (Dr;ichlaan. 1992. 1995: Hulewat, 1996: 
Nah. 1993). Many local and national agencies. such its Tmvelers Aid, \\,ere 
established for tlte exclusive outnose of assistinp itnmigr;mts. . . - - 

Recently. crirnitlal justice ;)gents im\,e begun to appreciate the impor- 
t;tnce of proper criminal justice response to persons involved in criminal 
incidents \\ho are recent immigrattts (Luntb. 1995: Shustn. Levine. Harris. 
&Won:, 1995). I-listorically. relations bet\veen police aindetltnic minorities 
have bee11 li.atight ~vith problems or  insensitivity. ~itisuoderst;~ctdir~g, and 
miscommutticl~rion (e.g., Song. 1992; Trojanowicz & Bucqtieroux. 1990). 
A recent ilatioonl sursey conducted for tlle N;ttional institute of Jttstice 
(ILlcEsven. 1995) re~lcaled. horve\~ei: tI1:1t cultitrirl diversity ltas bccorne o 
prontit~ent concern of police ndntinistrators. Results sltowed tltat 9 in I0 
police chiefs llnd strategies ibr worliinp witll differclil cultur;tl groups in 
tlrcir coltlrtitrnities. Tltose who did not Ila\~e str;itegies in place ivimted to 
develop ;tsystem for wol.king tvithdiverse populations. McEwen concluded 
that the diverse culttiral makeup ol'ntany comiriunities requires new strate- 
gics. such as recruiting bilingu~il officers. trsiniog lield perso~tnel in culturiil 
scnsiti\fity. nnd offering ibreign languttge training to ofticers. 

There are reasons to believe thitt i t  is important for criminal justice offi- 
cials to makc speci;~l efforts to encoorage iinmigraats to report crimes and 
assisr i n  their prosccutioo. I t  has been itoted tltar recent immigrants wlro 
become victims lhce signi1ic:tnt bnrriers to involvement in tlre crimin;tl jus- 
tice system. For esample. many immigrallts have h;~d negalive espci.iences 
\vitlt ;tutltorities in theircoutttly of origin (Pogrebin & Poole, 199O;t). Tltcsc 
perceptions ol'autllorities as oppressors m;ty be transferred tooRicittls in [Ire 
Utlited States in the absence of ;in), direct esperieace with uuthorities in tltis 
country. Wlten they do Itaue contact wilb police Rere. the contact ittiry be 
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