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Robsrt walks with the easy roll of an athlete. He wears a
windbreaker—- 1licht blue nylon one day, tan leather the next-- an
open-necked shirt, and heavy newish Adidas. He 15 a twenty-six year
old Black from Jarlem and if he has 2 passion, it is basketball.

He has spent much time in the past in the 1little playground at
151st and Amsterdam, Afier the long winter he is not really in
condition he says, and his 5'9" frame does not need the 210 pounds
he now carries. He looks as a matter of fact more like a hocksy player
then a basketball devotee. He is presently on a die't, "I'll be in
shape by summers 3t's Just willpower you need,” and seemed content
with salad and diet Pepsi. He is clean shaven, trim, polite and
cooperative-~ if not chatty. He is willing to consider any aspect
of his past, though he is vague on dates and sinks into legalistie
‘double‘calk on his criminal history. Because he has spent little time
in institutions, he does not have his case history verbatim and in
easily-dispensel style as do some who have mel too many suaial workers
in the past. And while his answers to questions show consistency from
year to year, he is willing fo consider subjects from a new perspective
when confronted with an opportunity. He carries a copy of the Daily News
each day and reads it at unfilled moments, but dees not go much
farther toward a global perspective than that the cost of living is
going up all the time and wages are staying the same.

There are two details of the initial impression Robert makes that
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persist and gain significance. First, it is with surpriss that one notes
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that he wears blue Jeans with a knife-sharp crease ironed in. Every
day. He does the washing and ironing himself and, "I Jjust prefer it

that way." The secund initial impression is that Robert dees not often: speak the
argr* of the street; he speaks of being "arrested” not "busted” = o
and. of:"police'l nots any other street-lingo poséibilities. Deepened
acguaintance indicates that thess surface characteristics have
basic personality determinants that relate to_both his past and
future.

The 5 bloek area around 151lst Sﬁreatﬁin_wpst Harlem with Amsterdan

and Sreadway btowndaries iwhere Robert has Jived all his 1ife gives

fu

evidence of faded glory. The apartmenﬁs_now rundovm and in need of
extensive repair, with heavy womsn leaning from upper windows and
muoecuniad young men sitting én the stoops, have dignifisd names [rom
other dimes: Tontenoy, Azximdel and Oscszola, Thsrz are oihsr inhabitants

)

of the neizhborhco
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that ar= newcomers to this staild area: the
abandoned Juan Diaz Zarber Shop with its broxen plate-flass window

held in with plywood; the Do~It—Yourselflau§drx with three vigorous
yourg men doing baskets of lawmdry at 11 a.m. i The Casa Kalel TV Repair
Shop bringing new ethnie groups and.new industries %o tﬁe areaj and
San's Groceries and Hart's Funeral Home caring for the fundamental nesds
of the generations who have passed through here. This mini-meliing-pot
boasts 2 Chinese church beckoning its acdherents with colorful red and black
character®>gs. The Church of Si. Catherine of Genca has undated its
appeal with an advertisement for "RLIGC- 1300 Prizes™ in addition to
Catheriné'!s cesnturies-old message. The AIS Zion Church and the Willian

™

Du Sois Community Ceniermake. their appeal to young and old alike.



And the Episcopal Church of the Ascension with its acres of spacious
cemetary land is under lilac siege these spring days. "The Ascensiont as
Robert calls it has mads its peace with the neighborhood and has the

best basketbell training cazp in this section of ths ciiy. His statement
that the neighborhood was a good placs to grow up infighere were always

a 1ot of churches around,”)was not to be taken at face value., He clarified
that statement later by saying that they served not prisarily the spiritual
needs of the youth, but as sponsors of the competing ball teanms.

Looking = reflectively about, at a former precinct housz that now

houses the Top of the Aill Wham Svelal Club, with a sisady stream of
citizens ready to sovcialize in aid-morning mid-week, Robert copmented:

"L really had the best kind of a childhood you could have in this kind

of neighborhood, I still see some of ay old friends since childhood every

day. "

There is not the deterioration of buildings here that the

W

Sputh Bronx shows. There are no vast blocks of careass s;‘few

evidences of fires exist thai stand as monuments to the lives that were
disrupted by them. There is oceasional fresh paint -- wWliramarine blus

is a big seller this season-- and ths excavation that Con Ed 1s making
even has a makeshift bridge over the chasm. The only gaptoothed area :
in Robert's own block is a clsared narrow lot betwesn two buildings that
serves as a parlking lot for pelice cars belonging to the police in the
precinet houss. Robert's apartrment is the end building of four krick

apartments standing between the local elementery school and the precinet

house, Just past the prscinct heuse is the 1litile park that serves young and



old: the young have a jungle gym and slides and swings on their macadam;
the youth have two full basketball courts on their section; and the
benches that line the circumference of the busy park are filled in the
spring sunlight with those who don't chose swings or basketball, reading
the Dajly News, sleeping or chatiing aboui grandchildren, #he fifth ad Agnsduet o
drinking out of a brown bag| which is specifically discouraged on the
entrance sivé) Robert deals with the park as an extension of his

home, He plans now that the good weather is here ( " The winter went .
by so fast, I didn't do 2ny sportsjnow my weight shows i%f,". ) to get
out and play for several howrs before he gees to work., He prefers not to
play with others until actual game time, not with a crowd, cccasionally
one on one. "It's betler exdercise.” He speaks with real affection and
pride of the 1little park. He has a healthy young man's delight in the
outdvors and in rhysical activity. And the little park with its heavy-
giage steel fence in place of trees and its black macacdenm lawm serves ss
a masculine reireat. He reports that he often takes his nexhews oui to
shoot some baskets,

The fifth floor apertment in the early century Zast 151st Si,
building is a jong way up firm marble steps with handsome iron railings
that show few signs of the years of use other than accrmilated griame,

The walls have multiple = layers of peelinz high-gloss institutional yellow
a

enazmel ., They are coverad as with/wall-paper dadsé of jubilant graffiti

with such unlikely references as "Paris 31" and "Amsterdam 73"! Robert

noted that the walls are occasionally repainted and "right away” the kids

put the writing back, almost as though the new paint made them uncomfortabls



or feeling naked, Cr anonymous,
=

There is an admonition “from the super about gérbage" that notes
that Hondays only can “gerbage” be placed outside the apariment doors.
Robert's door has threse fearsome locks in makeshift arrangements. (They
have never been rbeed). His is the only apartment on the fifth floor
now occupisd; "my good friend used to Mve next door, but everywns's
noved away now.” The apariment is tisy and cluttered but tidy even
though last night's fish dirmer is still recembered,.The dishes are all
washed and sitting in the sink strainer, The tops of sink, frig, stove
and table in the miniscule kitchen are several layers deep with suprlies
but placed as though those who use the room have put thea there in order
and can find what they are looking for, A very narrow hall leads to the
8'x 8' living rooﬁ. This room has one narrow curtained windew on a court
and two bedroom doors. (Robert's room mst be reached either through
his ‘sister's room or his mother's, but hll have separate roocas.) The one:
open bedroom dovr shows the bed neatly made and only rovom for clothing
neatly on hooks on the walls., The living room has a largé flowered
comfortable oversf&ffed sofa and chair, a TV, coffse table with yesierday's
Daily Mews and last Sunday's magazine section fron *he Times. 4 window
shelf has six leggy courageous plants seeking ovccasional sun. A metal
standing shelf has a tape déck and lots of neat piles of ftapes and
twenty or so framed pictures of Jaughing children in assorted groups:
Robert's brothers' children are seen to grow older instantly in
succeeding: annual school photos and on various holidays leoking

mischievous. There is a small colored photwof Reoberti's amother, a

serious heavy woman in a formal Ilowered dress standing proudly
before a full Jenzgth strined curtain, Robert has in his wallet a tiny

cropred picturs of his gzirl imnie ("I had fo have a picture of myself
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for some application,Asu I cut myself out.”) Annie is here an unsmiling
“young women with large intense e&es,sever91y trinmed hair and a tight
sleeveless sweater."She's not tall-- just abeut this t211.”

The apartasnt is carpsted with small scraps of unmatching
carpat that overlap and are somewhat hazardous for those unfamilar
with the overlaps. A cut glass vase with tired laurel 1eavenstands on
the coffestabls. Robert took these out of the vass, "he his. : visitor

LN

trought flowers.Ze carsfully cleaned the vase, put fresh water,

- A
arranged the flowers and then found another container for the tired
laurel leaves. The wall behind the sofa - which is covered with a largs
pattarned Drown fabrie ~- is a mirrored wall, as the ads say, “doubling
the size of your rou@." Tou st giand in the bedroova to get the doubling
of fzct however. In the smell hall at z height of about 7 feel is 2 large
dramatic hand~paintsd porirait, well-done, of a young black girl, Robert
bought it from 2 friend who painted it. It may even bt "by the numbers”
but it is a good porirait and looks out and down disda;n+1¢ v on the
cluttered patterned roops, Pobert's blind sister ztaved in her clused roos
on a recent morning, with a loud radioc that broadeast only talking, no

misic. Pober® reported that she stays at home "quite a lot"; she had just

gotten her copy of 3Sports lusirated in Eraills,

Rokert likes to te up by 9 a.m. ¥e spends the first part of his
morning eleaning up; hs had done the dishes and vacuured the floor even
though he had not expected visitors., He gets his clothes ready for the
coming day at work; "I wash my shirt and pants and Jackel every day.”

He shops, goes out to see friends and buys the paper. Ze has lunch before



going dowmtown for work at 3:30. He takes the subway to work in the early
afternoon and the bus back at night; he doesn't take the bus in the #iddle
of the day because the school children are Just getting off then and it
is too much commotion. The bus takes about an hour; the subway trip aboub
L5 minutes with transfers., He sometimes meets frisnds afisr work or
gormetimes comes hoze to watch T, He does not seem to spsnd mch time

in bars.

Cn weekends, "I mostly stay arowmd hfere. T do oy laundry and watceh
a2 lot of ™. A1l the sports are on on the weekends, VWe've gobt the basgkethball
championships and the iets and the Yanks now., Thers's something all the
time. " Family menmbers visit and he goes to their hozes as well, and sees
a lot of h:Ls nieces and nephews, One nephew lived with them for awhile,
and he and the nenhew went to a lot of movies then, but h= has not been

to a movie for months now. He likes adventures and enjoyved the Towering

Tnf2rmo, Ze has not been to church " in a long while now." He has also
noi teen to a ball game, Mmoot yet this year; ry buddy wanitad me to go

last Sunday but T didn't have that much rmney then, They've raised the

rice of gensral adnission and you know how much a beer costs at the

e

Rotert's family picture is surely not an example to illustrate
the instability of the family in the fragentad urban center, The entire
ratrilineal fanily lives within 10 blocks of one annther: his mother, gister,
srothers and their wives andciildren and various aunts and unclas, Xe and his

aother, lHarion, and sister, Alice, have lived in the same house all of Robert's

-

1ife. His amother has been there "more than thirty; it was oy grandmother's then,”



The two older brothers as they farried and had families moved,but within
grandmothsr-care distance, And even grandmother and grandfather ZIaura and
John Tavlor themselves now live in the next building. An aur;t, the mother's
sister,lives in the sams building and provides telephone linkage. Even
Robert's girlfriend Annie's homebase is within the arsa. She herself is

working on Riverside Drive now, but Robert sees her nother "every day.”

He reports that his “"grandmother raised 21l four of us arnd now she is
raising the grandchildren.We all live in a 10 block rangs; I see thea and the
young onss come and spend the night with my grandmother.”

"A11l my mother's people cams from the south, from Georgia., iy
father's peopli.; came from the Poughksepsie area, Neither of sy parents
finished high school. Iy mothsr was 15 when the first baby '.-F'E.S born.

I lived with av grandmother til T wvas sinimy mother always worked.

g

¥y father and mother ssparated when I was 10; I used to sz2 hinm every

[

weak until ke got sick. B2 was zn auto mechand in a gas station and even
when he lefi, he lived nearby. He did;_'—; have another faaily, e disd when
T was 16 in junior high scheol. of a }liver ailment. ¥ brothers and I
all had ouwr owm gange that we hung out with; we've always lived in the
ghetto and vlayed a lot of baskstball. T used to like it when oy
grandmother wonld take us to church (Eaptist) on the holidays. Ye always
got awll dressed up. 1y mother goes to the Catholic Church, St. Catherine's.
The army classified Robert UF in 1868 - as an asthratic, Roberi
recalls that when he was a small child he had a lot of colds and had to

stay home from school. Zut it was not uintil he went for the arsy physical

that he was diagnosed as asthmatic, "I must have outgrowm it becauss it



never bothers me now," Fedicaid has paid for each of the required
physical exams that the drug programs require and the only other
medical expense recsntly has been a broken ankle in the summer of 1575.
which he got while unloading a truck.

It is not surprising that living in a 5th floor walkup,
Roterti's family has not had a series of pets. In 1974 horever, he did
get a G%rman Shepard dog. The interview six moiths later laconically noted,
"The dog ran off."”

Robert is the third son, the "baby boy" as he called himself,
after two older brothsrs: Walter is now 35 and Georze 32, He was
followed by a sister A&ide now 18 who was blind a2t birth, Both brothers
are parrisd and have four children apiece., The eldest works at a
messenger seyvice in the same building that Robert works in, and the
second trother is employed in a variety store in the loecal area, Both
trothers wers previousiy addicted to drug;—and ara now detoxéd from

umethadone: prozrans., wWalter got Rokart his prasent job and cne of ths

cdd Jobs Robtert had painting a Jocal store was in the variety sicre

in vhich George is emplore?, Walter has his high school equivalency certificate.
Alice the sister who is 18 has cogpleteod her high school education

and in the past two years has been attending activities at the

-

Yanhattan Lighthousz. She 1s now abls to take a tus an
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herself and has been taught to type and to play the piano, "Sha's
lookdng for a jobj; the Lighthouse saps there zrs no jobs new-- not for

anyone, Thers are lots of girls who are frustrated in that prograz.
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"Education. That's the answer. If I'd had my head together
I would have stayved in school... Iy long time goals? To go back to
school. You can't do anything tnless you have an education...'What do I
believe has been the chisf obstable inpreventing you from getiing a Job?'
lack of education.”

Whether this is the customary rationalization of those struggling
unsuccessfully in foday's depressad economy, or an especially sad
litany of a young man whose dreams exceed his accomplishments, the
discrepanciss ars well documented in Robert's scheol history. He is
completely the wroduct of the New York City school system: P.5.186;

Jr.High School 16L; and a year and a half at George Washington Hizh Schuols

(Jr. Fich in this sysitem includes 9th grade, so that “a year and a half
of hizhschool™ put Robert part way through 1lih grade when he quit.)
Robert mentions: that "he wasg left back in 7ith grades,” so that he was

a little older than he might otherwise have been when he
I started experimenting when

school, messing with drugs./l was going into 9th grads, Jr. High School. A

lot of my friends were older and they had left fo go_to Hish School,

Lots of the fellows got left back earlier...,We had something called

'career guidance.' It was a special all boys' class. Sorsthing came over

us in that class. We had got goed marks before thatl, We all played a

lot of basketball... @Efn‘l used te get my report card reopls were Just

shocksd to see how well I did. Eut then we got put in the special class.

T wanted to work but with all = friends on the outside, my idols wers

on the streeit hanging out., If I had my richt mind I would have stays
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in school. T wenit to night school a little while after T quit, but I
didn't stick. I think about a High School Iquivalency all the time. My
brother got his HSE, He sven got a job in a ifraining prograg_téaching
other people. He can even do imcoms tax for people. Zut he is working
in a messenger job like me. His ‘mind is not ready yet. ¥y mind wasn't
ready when I was going to night schocol either.”

"In about 1969 T went to a training school for photography. The
city funded this technical school. I got transferred out and went to this
photography scheol in the Eronx for a month, Eut I left to be’closer to my
friends again., T had gotten heavily into drugs, I only stayed at
school a menth beeause, "I preferred +to be sovmeplace else than in the
trainte school, They didn't supply ouwr egquipment for us to take home.

I thought of photégraphy as a Jjob then, MNow I think T might weant to get
back into it some time for a hobby. Buf I never got the squiperent, iaybe

T

a2t enough money tegether T could got my owm developing eguipment,

Ey
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1969 T had something else on my mind,"
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In 1975 Robert was sent by the drug progran W a lanpeower
prograim in auto mechanicsCriginally the program ran for 9 months, but
because of the ciity's financial crisis the program was cut to 5 months.
This curtailisent of the program is the central theme of Roberi's account
of that idyllic peried in his life,™le got paid in the nrogram, 575 every
week... Some people already knew a lot but it was all new to me. I'n not
so qualified now as these others whostarted with more,I can do brake

jobs and tune~ups but the real money 1s in bedy wwork. That's the thing to go

into. Therz's no training for that in the course though, That's vhere the



money is~- body work. People bring their cars in and get a discount on

the work done, and the man in the program gets experience, I had a

lot of friends there; I really enjoyed it. I hated it when Jé.'I'*uey cut the
program short., I did learn to drive, Now the progzram has been taken over

by the federal governmént. I don't even know if the school is still open.

It was nice thers; we worked and drove in the morninz and went to school

in the afternoon, We got paid; we got vur tools., I graduated. I did a litile
work after that. Zui garage work doesn't pay; you don't get 2 decent

salary at any garage., I had a friend who had a wife and 1ittls son. Hs
took the course and he 3lready knew scmething before he too ih, Fis wifs
works but he has a lot of debts and car notes, ¥y friend zot a job but

t only peid 360 a week at some gas statium. He couldn't stay thers

- EJO

for that money.If only ianpowe» haén't cut the program. The governsmb
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then T was in it, At the end certain peorle
didn't get their ftools either, T went 7 menths; it wasn't loeng enoough,
Zut I got a cedtilicate, I got it on ay wall hing up, It's sitamped by
the stats, There are lois of places, garages-- they Just don’% have to
pay vou. They have a steady mechanicsalready and they just want you to
oump gas, The course ended in 1975. I still see some of the gwys from .
the course, They didn™t gel Jjobs elther, The program had a referral job
serviee, but they couldn't get jobs for us. We ought to got 5120-120

a wzak.s They Just set thenew deadline in the aniddles of the course and

said, '""Whatever you can lea rn by that deadline, that's it '" .



Robert has had the same girl Annie since 1969, "I love her
butT'm not ready to get married yet.... She's a registered nurse. Ve
went to element ery school togsther. She graduated from high school and
then went on to Manhattan Community College to study nwrsing. Now she
has a 3.3. from Ishmenn and got her masters thers tvo, She now works at
Arthur C, Logan (?) Hospital in Harlem. The hospital is banlorupt but
they still pay the staf?, She has nother job at the same tine, a

private nursing job., She likes the overtime and she takes care of an old

woman at the woman's house on Riverside Drive.,, She lived with me at ay
house for awhile in '75. But I wasn't ready yet for the financial responsibility
hl

of another person. Iy income wasn't enough vhen she was living hers. In 1975

we took a bus trip to Canada, She has a car but we took the bus; it's

[l
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cheaper, I'11 marry her I suppose somaday if T ever find out vhati

to go back o school or vhatever., I see her about once a nonth new, 1 see

her mother svery day; she lives just three blocks away, Jusht she and

her mother, Other people ask me,"here is your girlfriené these days?'

T tell them that she works 211 the time... She will be 25 in September.,

She has always been after me to go back to scheool, I Mnuow that you have

to have an education to get anyw&%ere. 'T don't care what you do Just so

long as you work hard, not hang out on the street,'she says to me. Lots

of the time T was going with her T was hanging outand messing with drugs,”
Robert enjoysbteing philosophical about the change in the drug

scene%hough his obsevvations and conclusions are often contradictory:

how it is different now froam when he was in school and first experimenting



with drugs; how the quality of drugs has changed; the relative dangers,
and even what he would do if he had children now being exposed to the
temptations of the street. He himself began experimenting with drugs at
15, He tried most of the drugs ~-marijuana, coecaine, heroin.”T hung out
on the sireets. I hung out even in school., Yostly with other Xids.
School kids were the main source of drugs when I was young, It works.
Kids you wouldn't suspset of taking drugs or selliing then, iaybe 2 kid
needs extra money-- for clothes or_something,de gives it to you first to
try, and then sells it. You cut classes, And evergons 2lss was cutiing

. .
classes too. We hung out together. Ve didn't realize dhat would happren in the
end... ¥y mother's reaction? That kind of thing shocks anybody's mother,
My grandmother just kept quiet; sy mother was the boss. iy mother now is 2
woman who has seen everything; she's seen it all now, not mch Bhocks her
anynore. And I was the third kid, I wanted to be on the sirseis, iy mind

&=

didn't want to bs pulisd back to schwool.”

Robert was first addictaed at 15, and exceni for %o shori Jailsstays
for arrests he was ‘addicted for five years., "It was heciic, I used to sell
to make a fast buck, Zut I wouwld rather have besn working, ﬁope is people's
ainds playing tricizs on them. T haven't done anything i1lsgal for a couple
of years now, but I did then, T lived at home the whols iise, hanging out on
the strests. I sold the whole tizme T took drugs. T ran nuabers for threeor four
years too,

Robert entered the Zeth Israsl Iepthadons laintenance vrograxz in

~

Septenber 1C71 at the wrging of his probatiom oflficer, "2 srent five

years in the progron,™oe went by so fast." Uhile in the nrogran Robert was

&

*"}v brothers didn't influence me much; T lmew what they were doing.
Eut everybody went and did it then, You can't fault anybtody 'specially,”



has halped me to take 1life a little slower than I did before... I can sse
the error of what I did and methadone makes it possible for.me to make

corrections. 1 don'

t have to woTTy about dope and have time to put my
energy other places... I've been lucky in the progran; I never really
had any problems in the program I never had to ask for anything special
or extra, I didn't have any frouble with the supervisors, "

Now that he has dato;-ced ( Cctober 1976) Rotert gives the
impression of one from whose syes the veil has been 1ifYed," It was =2
hactic 5 or & years on methadone., You don't malize the effect methadone
is having on you while you're taking it. They gave you too mich then;

vou didn't come dovm right away, I was high on methadons when I first went

to Wildeat ( the Wildeat interviewer reports that he was drunk in that

first interview). To me .methadone: is not a goecd thing. They Xeep wyou
en it too long; the Aosages: are too high, lary peonle I Imow 1lie zbout

having a habli or shoot up once or wwice so the wrine specimen will come
out positive, dust to get on methadene . They like the high and the programs
don't check for that kind of abusze. ¥any people I lmow also dip a 1little
hers and there.. i kno v zirls vho've bought methadone,They weren't in

the program and they. took it and d;:an}f it. It's not a toy. They just like

the high, If you stayed thers, you're hooked, dri.f«jizg that stuff everyday.
«eorethadone is really bad to be on; it treaks dowi your bedy and your

mind, s a drug, it's Just one drug inplace of another; it's doing more
hara than good..... The doctors at the programs eiihor don't have the money

e

issued to follow up on peopls and know what's going on, what the psthadone is
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doiﬁg to them. Or maybe they're not interested. The progran was really
not helpful in my personal life, The people, especially my counselor , -had
an attitude of 'I don’t cars.’ If you want anything you have o do it
 yourself. At a certaif- time you Jjust have to put ¥our foot dovm. Lots of
peopls go to them at the program with their problex w They 221 their
counselon: things about family, work or drug propleas. They get no help,

no cencern. You're supposed to see your counselor: once a month but they

don't give me no help. Iy friend was a ceomselers They say one thineg and
(=] g J ("3 (e

do another, I told x7 .counselor that I nsaded a Job o» to back to school,

The casunselor just looked in 2 thick book he kesps there, lle didn*t help

at all. In Mew York they have the wrong people for drug eounselorss.

]

“We used to have meelings with the ¢counselors, vatients and counselors.,

Sozeone btroke into the office aftsr one of he grovn meelings, They stole
sore pet®y cash and a typewriter, So we all zot hasselled and they cancelled

the group. I didn't feel we nseded it anywar; tae counse’ ing was no 221p,.

"

They have basketball reereation iprogrems at the drug center; but I nver

played there. About jobs and school and problsms you ecan Jjust helop

yourself., Just as well. The drug mrograms are governzent-inde d nrograms,

- . v oo
They are giving ‘@it legal drugs. You Just get Off one dragz and go on

another,"”
"I only drink socially,:when . .I'n sut, Faybs several times a

week, T learned long azo that aleohd and methadone don't ai, The drug

-

programs aren't right when they have all that drinking and hanging out there,"

Robtert's drug program was the Teih Israel lethadone Iainternance center at
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125thiét. and lst Ave, That Center surely presents a depressing gight.
It is in a heavily populated, vigorously commercial neighborhoed with
an inordinate number of thriving bars. The blocks both east and west of
the Center have groups of mothers and young children, older women with
shopping carts, older men selling newspapers, etc. Put the street
directly adjacent to the methadone pick-up area looks like a
bacchanalian sketch from Eresughel., Or maybé even Hiefonyﬁkus Bosch,

There ares drunks seated on the sidewalk leaning against the puilding
or Cthers are
asleep,/ski tering along the curb in a drunksn tightrope act, / tholdinc the
ubiguitous brovm baggedgottle,-vomiﬁing" into the strset, Litils zroups
: of

of glassy eysd men ?el#te,in speizl caricaturas/ autistic” conversations.
There are younmg children teasing or oprortuning swarying adults who skrug them
off angrily or turn away in proud wncertainty, There is loud langhter

and sullen withdrawal. It is a delimited area with such dramatic groupings
and nodd poritrayals as to seom a stage set, Within the net. block you ars

ot 1, ..
gTNE one ancuaer

uncer ths Triborough Iridge watching cars impatiently nud

tenant that

"
G
i
E)l‘

the suburbs...,"unfealing and uncering,” Zoteri's sta
vhen I gol off methadone I tried to stop assvciating with somz of the
peaple T hung out with bedore, I wanted to have a wiole o*her way of life,”
seens like the most optiAgétic of wradictora.

Robert was cautious about detoxing, He went from 120 pg, per dosage
in 1971 to 8o mg. in 1974, 60mg in the summer of 1975, and detomed in
Septemter and Hovember 1676. “hile he was still on 80 mg, he feli that you
must do everything carefully about detoxing.”You have to go sluow; othermeise,

you may have to go tack and on higher dosages.. I wouldn't wan® that.,."

Later he said, "Everything has to bte right to destox. You have to be ready,
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Everything has to be good: yéur perscnal life, a job or school is
important., Some kind of tie with the family. Zefore trying fo detox

you have to be ready.” Robert did indeed detox slowly. Eut on a trip
south last summer in a state of geographic euphoria, he was told by a
cowselor in the drug program to which he had temporarily transferred:
"You‘;; a healthy young man. Why don't you detox?" "I came back hare and
started to detox right awar,"in a periéd of two months. They gave me a
little pill to calm my nerves for a while. When I came back from ths
south they said I had to come in every ‘dayfor a pickup; I had been gouing
for 2 pickup rice a week. I said'l'nm noz_going through all that daily
pickup. "

"The drug scens is different now than wher I started., Takinz drugs
is not 1like it used to bejin these days you never know what you are getiing,
or what you might get.It’'s dangerous now, more dangerous, Now they are
not the sarme drugs. They are now made chemically, not the rezl thing and
ther're cut so much that it's not the same. Now the addic®ion is worse,
there are more drugs on the strset..Drugs are bolder now, people will
sell to anyone. Now there are less cops around. They make a lot of
arrests, but the kids are younger now that they arrest, A4 lot’ are not going

to school. Young kids. If I had kids now I would rather have thea go

to the south. You have tu get educated first before you're out in the

world,”
Rotert finished last year five years of prokation, During ths
term of probation he noted: " ly term should have bsen cormpleted months

ago, but T still have to keep reporting to the officer and I don't know

why. I never violated any of the protetion terms. At another time he



reported that "I've been on probation so long because I've had five

different probation offivers.” He was arrasted first at 19. He was

N

charged with btwe .cou_nts of selling in 19€8-89, He elaboratal on how
arrests are ‘made:"Eefore 1969 they eould charge you with a sale, but
after the liw was passed, they couldn't just pick you up. Theyusually
said yvou sold isrice. They always made it up, they'd get an warrent; if
you pleaded guilty, then they'd get you. Eut if you were smart you
didn't plead guilty.' He was sent to Rikers' Island the sscond tire

he was arrested and spent five days there waiting for his case To

come to cowrd, Fui he was rot .cmmvicted, and syert no time In prison,

He claims the two misdemeanors and no felonies and tecoures a guard house
lawyer when pushad to the wall on details: There were two differsnt

.

chargss, oross possession real . The law was changed, so that if you
) ) ] =) ¥ o
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econd time, if you already had a record , thsy just
. v
Bbrert was arrested in 1969 for robbery while working for Dreyius
Tnve staent- Co.Jelivering stocks and bonds. Theré was-can armed robkery
Involving securities:-Robert was charged with the- theft; he had been there only

i

M a eouple weeks.” "I was:already going'te eourt for something minor.so they:
;pilcked on me,They had my prints in.the police bookiy But I-mever -
did the robbery, iThey wouldn't hire ze back anyway though.,'. @~ “.

Ther nut a picture of ms On the n**ec:mcu ballatin board,’
FY

L

il
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"I ran numbers for awhile, maybe three-four yeard., It's good poney.
Numbers takes all day though. Tou have to start at 6 a.m.; you go til
5 pem. I worked the whole time for the same guy, a friend of mine.

I was never bothered the whole tinme I was hustling. When I was

doing it they locked guys up all the tire, Then the police let thenm
out and took money from them for protection, How thsy don't bother you.
It depends on the part of towm or the borough you're working out of,

I can't believe it now when I go duowm to the Wall Séreet arsa. Iou see
wenty people a day buying or stoned, like bankers, paopls you'd never
expect to see a high on.”

Robart told a somewhat different version of the numbers
story in a later ihterview. "I was locksd up 2 couple of times, bui the
boss always bailed me out. They lock you up in the afternoon; then the
boss sends down a bondsman - and you're out by ths evening, It's no big
deal. The assistant district atiorneys know the areas they want to
close down and that is where they concenirate,™.

"Cnce when I was in the drug program, I got picked up for
loitering in front of the Center. I had just picked up and was talking
to ay friend outside the office, We saw the wagon coming and started to
split in different directions. But they picked us up and took us away
in the wagon. I wouldn't plead guiliy. I was just talking there. We were
fined $25 and had to go back in three days to court. Aftsr three days
I went back; the judge wasn'f there and the arresting cop didn't show,

S0 they threw the case out of court. For Loitering, I didn't ever hang out
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at the Center:; it was Jjust an accident I was there talking.”

"miy last probation officer was a nice man, But he didn't have
any equipment or resources to help much. He did give halpfu} hints., I
havent been in any illegal activity in several years.”

Tlustrative of Robert's erratic "work history"” is the
juxtaposition of his statement that "iw’re bteen working all my life
gince T was a li.‘\:tle kid,"” with the fact that he has never been able
to collect wmempldyment insurance during any of the dry periods becauss,
as he says,"You have to have worksd somewhere for eight months before
you can gzt wmemployment,” He feels with probable justification that
his probation pericd was extended again and again because he didn't
havé any single job for a long enough period of time, He had a
patchyork of i‘ive‘ or six legal jobs since entering the methadene program
in 1970 interspersed with part-time odd jobs like painting the inside
of the veriety stors on the block.

Whiles still on drugs em-deuss he worked for Dreyfus and Co.,
stockbrokers, delivering and picking up bonds. This was the job from which
he was fired, arrssted but not convicted. He was paid 385/ per week at this
Job. His vita noted that he was‘%.}_so working oceasionally for the A and &
Tyrewriter Co. at the same time delivering *{?ypewritars part tims. "And

there were three jobs before this that lasied less than one month each.
Sut this may have been another year; Robert is remerkably casual about
dates., Particularly when a little obscurity salves the ego. In 1571

as he rememters he worked for a moving company, part time for 5 months,

At Christmas “time in 1973 he got a tecporary job for the Harrison ilessengsr



2z.

Service for $80/ wk. making Christmas deliveries, This holiday job

was followed by a stint at the AJ&.SEgsons Floor Waxing Co. ﬁprking'

at drug program offices, waxing floors in different offices, iHis work
thers gradually tapered off:-the company did not have enocugh work to do.
“e shifted to part time and the company ultimately fall apart. while

he worked there he got $65/ wk doing the floors full tims.

In 1973 Rotert was hired for what he reportad at the time was
not the best job I've ever had,” though he earned mors thers than elsewhere.
He was a security guard at a construction site at the Srony VA, HOS@;ja};

"The people and the area are nice, I have a 1littls shelter with lights and

a radio. I read and think, I'm always thinking., I Tliked the peovle at the
messenger job betifer, Bubt T don't have any difficu%iy" with my boss here

or the people. And no plans for changing jobs.,” Ze made $104, fwk, at the
site., He says in retrospect that he quit because he didn't make enough
money there, but it is also than that he was accepted in a training. class,

In 1975 through his drug program cownssllor who contacted the
Kanpower office, Robert was enrolled in the autdmechanics class. Though the
course was cuil from 9 months to 5,7 » he received a school grant while going
to school.of 575./wk. This was the period in which his girl lived with
his family, a period when he wasn't makgg mich money, but by gojng_tc
school seemed to be working toward a more stabilized future,

Wnen the course ended. and no related Jjob appeared, Robert
worked at being a cab driver. He was involved in this activity for about

a month and is very ambivalent about the good money-bad conditions aspeet
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of this job, so that the deﬁails of his involvement in the situation
change with each telling. "7 have lots of friends who drive cabs.

Tt's awfully dangerous work. My wnele's brother has two gypsy cabs.
vhere T am there are ondy gypsy cabs. Insurance for them costs about
$1800/ year each. Then.you ha;é to pay for your own repairs., (ne guy
oums & fleet; they're not medallion cabs, you know. There 1s always 2
hessle; you get locked up if you get caught without insurance or without
your sticker, I kmow a guy who got out of his cab when the fare wouldn't
pay and he got robbed,There is good money to be made but cab driving is
very dangerous. Maybe sometime I will drive a cab; ny mother asks me about
it, Sut she says whatever I want to do is fine.I was going to get a cab
bt it wasn't insured. I couldn't take the chanecs when..the company
didn't get the insurance, ( R.'s file says +hat he did drive a cab for a
month in the third quarter of 19%5 at 5175, /uk.)

The summer of '75 trought "the best job I ever had.,” Robert
worked for two months for the Alamento Food SErvice Co.. delivering
Tunches to kids in the city schools and camps. %o met his car pool mates
each morning at 6 a.m. under the George Jashington Eridge. They druve
o Dairyland in Mew Jersey tu pick up the dairy products for the lunches.,
mle brought milk and Juice back for the kids. I liked the guys a lot.
They call me every suA;;r +o do the job again. It finished in
September when the camps closed. I was just a helper and so I made

8109, /uk., The driver had the best job; he made $150, You have %o have a



Bew York State driver's license for that, It's not a hard job. Yo have

lots of fun. ( R.'s file notes that he was the driver making %150, /wk. )
Robert's present job is at Frosi Erothers Ysssengsr Service on
h5th between 2nd and 3rd Ave. He got the Job in February, 1976 through
his brother who works in the same building. Robert ik ‘this present
job part-time because he was also vworking part-time doing painting for
a friend who had just rented a store. Robert works from 4 to 8 p.om,, or
half time at $65./ wk."I make- five op six deliveries per day, mostly
advertising, The farthest they ustally send me is about a 10 block
arsa, I went to West 13th St, once." Th ere is a rumor going around the
office that Frost BErothers is going t;get into the television business.
Rokert is interested and hopes that it works out,
- In general Robert's attitude toward finances is one of calm,
#ie and his mother and sister live in the five room apartment ( ineluding

bath and kitechen) Marion has lived in for 30 years, Rent as reported _“_.-13”
Robert's fils £luctuatn~s between $635, /mo and $76/mo, but he now claims it is
$60, The moust obvious explanation of this is that Robert dossn't pay the
rent; his sister's SSI funds pay tha® so that sach Time he is asked,

he gives a reasonable aporuoximation. His sister receives the SSI funds
regularly; his mother has received Home R, lief funds in the past, but has
also worked part time as a housekeeper on WZst End Ave, She works about
four hours each morning and sometires works for special occasions in the
same homé. Robert has coltributed in the past to various home purchases,
8.g., an airconditioner for the apartment, During the past six yea,rsA( since

eniering the drug program in 19?l)ihe has alternated periods of pari-time

—_— P
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employment, the seven month pericd under the school grant, full time
employment and welfare monies, He has gotten two of his Jobs through

the New York State Zmployment %ervice or Manpower ( via the "drug program),
the rest through friends, Ee notes that"welfare is such a hassle; it
takes months to qualify; you need to sign so many papers, and there are
the rudest people who work for welfare,” At various times in his work
history he has noted, "There's not mich I can do right now; I try to put
aside $20-36 when I get paid.” "Ky mother puts money aside for me that I
give her," "T use the extra to help mj mother," and“recehﬁig things are
better,” ﬁe has and has had no bank accounts, ( His Ffile states that he

had accounts in 19735,)
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Tn the interest of possible clarification the following is a schematized
view of R.,'s work history since entering the methadone program in 1970

including rates per week.

e

Full or Part-time Employment: PN

A1} Seasons Floor Haxding 2 mo, full time 10/72-12/72 $65/wk

6 mo. part tige /73~ 5173 ?
Harrison kessenger Sirvice  Full tims-2 weeks 12/73 $80. /wk
Bronz VA Hosp. Const. Site  Full tiss-8 weeks 9,10/7h $104, fuk
Tawi Cab Driver Full time One mo, 5/75 $175. fuk
Alamento Food Service Full time 8 weeks 7,8/75 £ 109, /wk
Painting-locally Fart time 7,8/75 7
"Saturdays"
Auto Mechanic Sghool Full time 7 mo. 13/70-5/75 8§75,/ wk
Funning Numbers | Threa - four $100/every fe

weeks
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Helfare PAD or Ranges from ( as per R.'s report)
AR $25/every two weeks )
sno/ ™ v
g2/ o
$ 161/mo

liedicaid: Physical ZTxams and broken ankle 1975

Food Stamps: on and off,



Robert's conversational style is in general cool; he is polite
and responsive, but reserveq: ZICEPT on the subject of last summer's
Trip to Atlanta, Georgia. The reaction to that trip can be suamed up in
the celloquial, "I never had it so good!" A1l Robert's maternal rela tives
came oOriginaliy from Georgia and he still has meany relatives living there
now. And "there were no jobs in New York City so I went south. I ha ven't
been there since I was a baby. It's really beautiful in the south. The subway
they are building is not finished, not til 1980, Pezople there are not'so
crazy, All the busses are air-conditioned. They are all new.and you can
get a bus rids for 158. It is 50¢ for cigarettes and gas is cheap, My
cousin ( I used to go out with her a lot) works for the welfare department.
Her fathsr is in tﬂe undertakirg business, She tried to get me a job in
the new sports arena; it has an ice rink, a shopping center and an amusement
par X. I applied for a job there, bui I didn't ever hear... There's no
pollution in Georgia, no corruption and no stray dogs. It's bsautiful
there; you can walk barsfoot in the sireats, it's so clean, I applied ai
G¥ for a job, but it was right before the strike...In the south you get a bétter
education, Hers there are just a lot of kiotheads; the kids and :he teashers
and the bureaucracies. If I could get a job and save the aoney, I1'd go
'south. A lady offered me 2 house the lady wasn't using. She was suppossd to
rent it out, If I could get a Jjob, but T just didn't have the money, As far
as I know it's still there though,"

"I was sorry to come back.In Mew York City people are afraid to

move, afraid to go to work. There are no jobs. I worked in the south every



Saturday painting for a friend who was working for Gi,... In the south
the druz program is just much better. Lots of people there mess with
drugs. Dut théy take it into the hoze, not in the strset. There is not
all that people hanging out, high and drinking. In Hew York they don't
help you to detox either, In the sbuth they urge you. They care more

there. They give you fres tickeis to a baseball game. You play baskstball
- with the eomselorsss Herer they have the .WEONE people for the jobs of
eounselors.
"Tast vear I weighed 200 pounds. But I got thirmer in Georgia.

T played l&ts of basketball., I came back looking great; I even had to
have all my clothes changed, I played basketball at 7 a.m Zfor two hours;
then in the afternoon T played for anotheflcouple hours..a.2ventually
I had fo come back from Ailanta, T was living with rela tives. If T had 2
steady Jjob I eould of staved thers, I wrote a lot of letiers. Lots of
people are moving between here and there; lots of people go there and
then thyy get hormesick and come back. I have lots of cousins coming and
going, You need togngw}gg action persoen there for a Jjob; it's mors true
there than here, tha*’riyuu have to Imow somsons, You have to see it though
to be able to believe it. I do so liks so pmuch to live there; they do
more with the less they have.”

When pressed to consider his future, Robert maintains his caution.
"I suppose if I cowld I'd like to go back to Georgia and get a hoame., It
would be according to the kind of job I could get... I think too about the

High School Iguivalency vossibility. It depends on how it works out at

Frost Erothers. I would rather have a full time Job now, but it iakss so



30!

much in taxes. T have a friend at work who has another job in the evening;
he sells papers, The cost of living is going up, but not the WAZS S as
I couldn't go back to auto :mechincsi: there Just aren't the jobs that
pay snough. Pumping gas just isn’t good,”

About getting married he replies:"If,,,,, 4f T get my High
School Zquivaleney..,., if T get another job,,.,,, if I get 7y vwn business
going.ves It 211 comes down to money. "He daughed at the pussibility of

his girl supporting him,

His present views of his future in general are less firm than those
reported in earlier interviews.In 1972 in his initial Wildeat inteyview
he listed "school and work" as his goals, "Client has had some training
in phdwgraphy and wants to get back to taking pictures. He would Jike to
get his owm developing equipment now he‘s.working. He likes to take picturss
of kids. He saw the Paul Sirand show reca1tly with his girl friend ( He
reports now that they just plannad to go; they did not actually see it,)

He thinks of paotograhy as a hobby and a profession,Thoss are his two major
plans, "

In 1976 he was reported as saying, "Client says he would like to
complete high school and get full time job as ar auto mechaniq.After he has
sarned enovugh money to get his owm equirment he would like to marry his
girl friend,”

There 1s persistent eriticism of %he kKinds of counseiling Rokert
has been exposed to, both rersonal-problen counsellinz:, drug progras:, probation

and job cownseling  of variocus sorts., "The mrograms are alright but if you
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want to do anything you have to do it yoursslf,.. They wve got the wrong

people hired as counse®lrs . .... Hy comselor was alwa;s £00 busy when I
ca#e. always on the move doing what, I don't know, goiﬁg off to ==~ who
knows what. He had 2 private business on the outside.... If you bring
personal problems to them-- family, drug, job-- they don't help.. Too many
of the counsellors just havgg ‘don't care' attitude, You can hslp yonrself
Just as well, If I want to éo o school-z can just goses 1T T make up mr
mind I can do anything I want to do., Some people ( elients) just don't

.

pawa; they don't try.: T think you don't hurt anyone bui yourself,"

In tallkding about Wildcaﬁ, Robert asked] somewhat rhatorieczlly,
"Why didn't they show more init%ﬁtive? Why didn't they get their own
businesses going? Jike the office cleaning one they started? These guys
were alrsady working together,They should have moved ovut into their

ovn businesses, Vhey didn't they move out of Jildeat and start soasthing

on their own with the group already fogether , that's the hard pari

I'a protty critical of Wildeat and how they did things. %eople Just
stayed in the Jjobs they started in, stay in the saze jobs, stayed in
Wildecat and didn't go on out.”

Cne consistent irait Robert shares with a large proportion of
humanity -- experimental, control and civilian-- is tha®t of frequent use
of handy rationalizarivns; the auto mechanics course was cut shorts..
the referral services, at the drug program and at the training gourse..
are poor and unhelpful;.., garage Jjobs don’t pay enough monsy to bother

with; cabs are too dangerous and too expensive to try to operate;

full time work has the disadvantage of adding nmore taxes to take hore pay;



Hew York City is not really fit for man or beast. These rationalizations
serve first of a1l to limit Robert's aspirationsy - certain things are
Just not pessible, They also serve to nullify the kinds of help that

are available through the city personnel--employment, drug, and welfars
counselorspisthey do not serve their clientele, in part through lack of
concern, in p;rt through incompstencs, and in part though self-sseking.
This leaves Robert with his own will aﬁd deternination which seems like

good menial health and a courageous personal stand, Fut has so far

not really gotten past GO.
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A few random observations:

The central imporiance of Robert's affiliative need to his job
performance is shown in the fact that the fwo times he has been most
content were: first, at the anto mecHariic school whers he worked and went
to school with a group of fellows he enjoyed and many of whon he still
seesy and the dilivery truck pool that hauled over to New Jersey for the
camp lunches sach day, The jobs in which he had to tote that baﬁ& alone~-~
the messenger jobs and the watchman duty on the construction site-- were
not his favorites, and he did not stick very long, He is confident

that the Wildea% crews because they work togsther as a crew could and should
have been able o make a success-—- as a unit-- of an independent tean
venture. The affiliative need is one getting more and mors attention

these dars in other conitexts; soms robte that it is an important factbr

in the motivation of thehbusewife whomnts to get out of the isvlated home
into 2 situation in which she works with others, I "surely can't be

ignored in counselling and job performangs svaluation.

Tach of us have some idyllic experience in our past wh-rs "we never had

it so good."-- or as we say in thedd country, Nie ist’es mir so gut gegangen
N wie dort!
here is the taxi driver who remembers wit! deliglt: the {izes he used

to come to the city to hear Tomny Dorsey; the persmuwno looks back

on the summer of his/her youth when he/she ran naked on the beach;the

student who longs forever to go ba ck to Soston where he was happlasst.
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For Robert this expsrience waz his trip te Atlanta ladt summer. A1l of
his fantasies of how things could be better in his life were stirred up,
deépite his ovm statements ;that ps didn't get any Jjob er.a place to
live, G went m strike, living with and on relatives did not bring
lasting enjovment, "Life is so beautiful there, you have to

see it to belisve it." Whether you ocughtio build rsality around

fnatasies-~ who knows?

The generalizations of the "Unripe Time" is one that is familiar

to us all tvo as Robsrit demungtrates: there are no Jobs for the blind
sister nowis.. if Gil hadn't been on si@ike; if the sports arena had
had a Jjob; if his head had been togzther when he had a chance to go

t o school; if they hadn't cut the £7€0 mechinicgourse.liarriage’?

if he had got his HSE, the highe aning job, mors money., Thers are so0

nany reamns whey we all do not nesd to do more now,

Robert's pattern of turning aside when the world is not accomedating
characteristic.

him is anothsr oonsistent/ . -. When he meets obstaclss in his personal

or work life he does not push against them, he turns aside when he

meets difficulties. His is a non-zggresivsness, a gentlenees that is

softer than the world. The sofiness then is excused with easy

rationalizations made as plausible as possible. Is it perhamps the

result of having a blind sister?

Cr doss a man who irons his tlue jeans daily, ind arranzsd the flovers

E ol > 1 " - s * >
carefully in a clear vass have special assets, And sepecial liabilities?
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The siriking observation that Robert does not tall about being
busted, about oigs, ete. would seem to indicate a "reforrability" not
possiblie in those for whom the street argot makes a realistic assessent

of what is happenening i vy in the outside world impussible.

I hope the picture of the %uinerability of the man shows through,
You get the sense of someons who has growm up with a senseof order and
stability in that homs ", faced at a crucial period in 1ife by
the negative and destructive youth culture, Semehow sven the

evasiveness encountersd sppears as evidence of his susceptibiliy.

JYs



