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Good morning. I would like to tell you about the research 

that I have conducted with young, inner-city males concerning 

their careers in schooling, employment, and criminal activity. 

I am a socio-cultural anthropologist by training and my studies 

have used intensive case study methods relying on in-depth 

interviews and participant observation. I have conducted a 

number of such ntuciies with inner-city teenagers in New York 

City over the past fifteen years, but the study I want to con- 

centrate on this morning was conducted in the early 1980's 

under a grant from the National Institute of Justice. We 

identified and built rapport with criminally involved young 

males in three low-income neighborhoods of Brooklyn and devel- 

oped profiles of their involvements with crime and drugs as 

they aged from their early teens to their early twenties. The 

research results I am going to describe pertain to about a 

dozen young males in each of the three neighborhoods. 

The three neighborhoods differed in ram and ethnicity, 

one being predominantly black, one predominantly Puerto Rican, 

and one predominantly white. I understand that this committee 

is particularly interesting in trying understand the high rates 

of crime among young black males, and I will focus on them. 














