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In 1976, the  Vera I n s t i t u t e  of Jus t ice  %as in\:i:ed by 

the Office of Criminal .kffairs and the Research Coordination 

Service i n  the  French >[inis t ry  of Jus t ice  t o  collaboraie i n  

developing research and p i l o t  projects  i n  criminal jus t ice  

reform. l i i th  f inancial  svpport from tk.e >!inistry, the  Gemin 

bhrshall  Fund of the Lkited S ta t e s ,  and the Ford Fo~mdaticn, an 

o f f i ce  was  opened i? Paris  on January 3 ,  1977, attached t o  :he 

Research Coordination Service which provic?es of f ice  sTa:e x.d 

supporting services.  

To help carry out its ~ i o r k ,  Vera Fas e n l i s ~ e c ?  the 

cooperation of a p r iva te  French agent). , ~ r e r  for  ?*. 

& f i i ~ l i r . a l  Policy (C.R.P.C.) &t fimts ?,ave been s:ibccnrr?.cred 

t o  the  Center t o  enable it t o  provide s t a f f  f o r  j o in t  projecrs.  

In the fourteen months since the of f ice  cpeced, 

Vera's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  France have f a l l e n  inco f ive  p r inc ipa l  

categories : 

- a pilo: project  i n  p r e t r i a l  c?etentioi-,, 

- resear& cn tzrporary r e l e w e  from p r i s i ~ ,  

- research cn f a i l u re s  t o  appear for  t r i z i ,  

- pub?icatio~.s,  m d  

- conferences s ~ d  sexicars . 

A s m a r v  of these a c t i v i t i e s  f c l l~ . , . s  




























