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The Legal Action Center i s -a  public i n t e r e s t  . 
law f irm funded by foundation and government grants 
which commenced operations i n  July of 1973. \ 

- -  / 
Sponsored i n i t i a l l y  by the Vera I n s t i t u t e  of 

Jus t i ce ,  the  Center i s  now an independent e n t i t y  with / 
i t s  own board o f  d i rec tors  and separate funding. Hov7- ! 

ever it maintains a close working relat ionship with 
Vera, and shares Vera's concern with fur ther iag  the diver- 
s ion of drug abusers and other offenders from the t rad i-  
t i o n a l  criminal j u s t i ce  process, and with increasing 
t h e i r  opportunities fo r  rehab i l i t a t ion .  Unlike Vera, 
it has a capacity f o r  l i t i g a t i o n .  
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. The Center began with a commitment t o  devote 
a subs t an t i a l  pa r t  of i t s  resources t o  the in ter- re la ted .  
problems faced by offenders and drug abusers i n  t h e i r  
attempts a t  rehab i l i t a t ion .  Accordingly, the  Center i s  
prepared t o  o f f e r  l ega l  advice and ass is tance ,  without 
charge, t o  persons suffer ing discrimination as a r e s u l t  
of l icensing laws and regulat ions,  p r iva te  and public 
employment po l ic ies , .un ion  membership prac t ices ,  and 
bonding company po l ic ies  t h a t  serve t o  bar  ex-offenders 
and ex-addicts from gainful  ac t iv i ty .  

The Center i s  a l so  in teres ted  i n  prison reform 
and improving the  administration of j u s t i ce ,  including 
cases involving r ehab i l i t a t i on  prograins i n  prisons,  speedy 
t r ia l ,  r i g h t  t o  e f fec t ive  counsel, jud ic ia l  se lec t ion and 
d i sc ip l ine ,  court  administration, drug laws, and victim- 
l e s s  crimes. 

The Center's l i t i g a t i o n  program r e f l e c t s  i t s  
comitment t o  e f f ec t  ac tual  change i n  the areas of i t s  
concern. No attempt i s  made t o  duplicate the functions 
of ex i s t ing  l ega l  services agencies which provide repre- 
senta t ion on a large sca le  i n  iridividual cases. The 
Center's l i t i g a t i o n  consists  primarily of cases d e s i ~ e d  




