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The American people are concerned about many forms of violence- 
child abuse, spouse abuse, the injustices of some of our social and 
economic institutions, the specter of a nuclear winter, to name just a 
few. But the kind of violence that seems most immediate and most 
threatening to our neighbors is the violence of s w t  crime. Robberies, 
assaults, forcible sex offenses, even homicides seem all too prevalent, 
and millions of people in communities across the country live in fear 
of being victimized by an unknown predator whom they will be unable 
to repel. 

In the last 15 years or so, the growing concern over s m t  crime, 
especially violent crime, has produced a substantial body of research 
on violent crime, its perpetrators, and the efforts of the criminal justice 
system to control it. That body of research is now impressive both 
qualitatively and quantitatively and cannot be summarized adequately 
in this short I shall anempt, however, to identify some of the 
highlights of what has been learned about criminal violence, to describe 
the d i i t i o n  of current policies for controU'ig such violence, and to 
suggest ways in which the mental health and human services professions 
will be affected by these policies in the future.. 

Violent Crime: I s  There More or Less? 

It is widely believed that violent crime has been increasing for some 
time and that a growing propariion of it is wmminul by juveniles. That 
perception probably has something to do with the citizenry's fear for 
their own safety. It is useful, therefore, to ask whether the statistics 
support the perception. 

Some long-term historical research has been done recently which 




































