Opening Doors to Housing Initiative

Solutions for Just Housing:

Technical Assistance to State Housing
Finance Agencies

Who we are

Founded in 1961, the Vera Institute of Justice (Vera) is a national organization that
partners with impacted communities and government agencies to end the criminal-
ization and mass incarceration of people of color, immigrants, and people experiencing
poverty. The Opening Doors to Housing Initiative (Opening Doors) at Vera seeks to
remove barriers to housing, as a person’s conviction history should not be a barrier to
having a roof over their head. Since 2017, Vera has collaborated with public housing au-
thorities in 12 states to decrease housing barriers for people with conviction histories.
Opening Doors is now working to ensure people with conviction histories gain access
to housing through policy change and technical assistance to state housing finance
agencies (HFAs) through the Solutions for Just Housing (SJH) program.

How we work

Through an annual request for proposal process, Vera
selects HFAs that are interested in receiving at least
12 months of technical assistance to analyze and mod-

Apply to work with us

October 1, 2025: Application opens
ify their policies and/or design programs to increase

housing opportunities for people with conviction his- December 1, 2025: Submission deadline

tories. Vera’s technical assistance, which comes at no December 20, 2025: Completion of
financial cost to HFAs, includes semifinalist review
» policy analysis to improve and strengthen January 15, 2026: Notification of

. selected proposals
tenant screening; prop

Apply at our website: https://www.vera.org/
» community stakeholder engagement;

investing-in-communities/opening-doors-to-
» program design and implementation support; housing-initiative.
» research and data analysis;

» pre-evaluation planning; and

> public education.
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Why this work matters

N . Impact
Safe, affordable housing is essential for the success
and well-being of the roughly one in three adult United Through the Solutions for Just Housing program, the
States residents with a conviction history." Access to Maryland Department of Housing and Community
housing is associated with Development adopted a new tenant screening policy.

This policy includes an individualized assessment of
applicants with conviction histories and applies to all
> higher likelihood of employment; housing finance agency-funded housing.

> greater access to family support;

> better ability to rebuild supportive

social networks; and

» lower likelihood of additional

criminal legal system involvement.?

There is no evidence that housing people with conviction histories makes communities less

safe. However, people with conviction histories face barriers when trying to secure housing.
These barriers impact public safety and community well-being and contribute to the cyclical
relationship between housing insecurity and criminal legal system involvement.

Formerly incarcerated people are 10 times more likely to experience homelessness.®

People experiencing homelessness are 11 times more likely to be arrested.*

For more information about Solutions for Just Housing, please reach out to Caroline
losso at ciosso@vera.org.
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